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army fired seven hundred rounds at the eastern curtain,
but without result save to destroy the parapet. Cap-
tain Lyster led a desperate company of gentlemen to
capture the place, sword in hand. Sir Thomas Basker-
ville, whom the Duke of Parma had publicly embraced
during a peace parley at Slays, as the bravest man he
had ever met, led another company to Lyster's as-
sistance and the foolhardy crowd found themselves
hurled back over the parapet by the defenders, who
had been unable to credit their eyes on beholding such
reckless bravado. The result was four captains, an
ensign, a volunteer, and eighteen soldiers killed and
many wounded.
The supreme command being with the French, there
were the inevitable arguments as to the conduct of the
siege. Marshal d'Aumont, on receiving intelligence of
the approach of d'Aquila, proposed that as the French
were short of troops and the English almost at the end
of their victuals, the siege should be raised. Black
John Norris would not hear of it. The French com-
mander was sick. Sir John suggested the command be
turned over to himself. For three weeks the French
had been mining the eastern side of the fort* D'Au-
mont resigned and Norris called the fleet in to make a
final desperate attempt to carry the position.
At noon on the 7th of November the mine was fired
and the massive stone curtain in front of the French
blew up, leaving a good and adequate breach "such as
a man might have ridden up on horseback." For four
hours the assault continued. No quarter was asked or
given. Frobisher, on the other side, had planted scal-
ing ladders. At the head of his men, fighting like a
lion, he was over the ramparts and driving the besieged
inward. A Spanish soldier a few yards away fired his
arquebus point blank at the Admiral, striking him on
the hip. Frobisher, so far from falling, led his men in